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On 13 March, our meeting speaker (Dave Ellison, W7UUU, “Rebuilding The Shack
After It Burned Down) showed that ordinary 110 volt plastic power strips can be a
source of inordinate fire danger to our stations, and even to our homes. In keeping
with his message to use nothing but metal power strips in our stations and shops, |
went looking for strips with metal housings to replace a couple of plastic units in my
digs. Not easy! After searching Amazon.com | thought | had found several units, only
to discover when reading user comments that while the housing was indeed metal as
advertised, the end cap housing was plastic! Clearly, that was not the aim. As Dave
Ellison reported, fire investigators indicated that heat-buckled plastic allowed flames to
escape his strip, spreading the fire to the rest of the shack. An all-metal housing was
the target for my purchase.

| found what | thought from the description was the target and ordered one. It came
and | held my breath as | shucked it out of the carton. Yep, the main housing of the
unit was an aluminum channel, but the end caps were a puzzle from simple inspection.
However, probing them with a small magnet showed they were indeed sheet steel.

So, here is what | ordered from Amazon:

BTU 6 Outlet Power Strip, Metal Mountable Power Strip Non Surge Protector, Heavy
Duty Wall Mount Power Outlet for Commercial, Industrial, Workshop, 6FT Power
Cord, 15A/125V 1875W (Yellow 6FT) $16.99

With tax, my total came to $17.92 as of 30Mar2024. Shipping could be extra,
depending upon your relationship with Amazon or another seller; my shipping was free.
The unit is black, with yellow sockets, as suggested in the illustration. It is not surge
protected, but many folks today have whole house surge protection at the power
entrance. If you do not and surge protection is important, plug any surge protected
device into a socket on the strip, and the remainder of the sockets will share that
protection. An indicator-light switch near the power cord turns all 6 outlets on or off.
The unit comes with a bag of mounting hardware that will work under most any mount
circumstances.

Not too bad for $18.00. Let me know if you find one cheaper. Happy Computing!



