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Wiring Simplified is the title of a non-ham book that many hams will probably want on
their shelves. The one | have, the 46™ edition, is based on the 2020 National Electrical
Code (NEC), and the authors state that the next edition (not yet out as of this writing)
will be based on the 2023 NEC Code. Published since 1932, this book or its
predecessor editions has been used as a standard by thousands of the contractors,
electricians and homeowners in the USA today, all seeking to measure whether their
proposals will be in conflict with or in accord with NEC requirements. The book will
also be of use to hams who wish to troubleshoot or make minor changes in our shacks
for our convenience, or for those of us who want to make sure that what we now use is
safe and effective and within current standards. Given the heightened awareness on
safety brought by our recent ORC meeting speaker Dave Ellison (W7UUU), it would
probably be good for all of us to refresh safety standards with a book like this. Not a
large volume (256 pp. Including a Glossary and Index), it is worth a cover-to-cover
read. After all, we hams are all home users, if not homeowners, and we need to be at
least cognizant of safety when we plug our rigs into the wall outlet, even when using
just a QRP rig!

The book is divided into four parts. |. The first three chapters are the basics —
background needed to understand the practical, safety and legal considerations in
wiring decisions and practices. |l. Chapters 4 through 7 deal with wires, circuits and
grounding, including the latest on fault circuit interrupters. Ill. Chapters 8 — 15 are on
installing service equipment and wiring, including a chapter on modernizing outdated
wiring systems. [V. The last part (Chapters 16 through 19) deals with special wiring
situations and projects. Here you will find a discussion of typical motors used in homes
and farms, telephone and doorbell wiring, computers and home networks, and even
simple troubleshooting of home switches, receptacles, lamps and other home
equipment that doesn’t work as it should. A good glossary and an index finish the
volume off.

At under $20 for the current edition, it is worth the cost and worth the reading to keep
yourself up-to-date with the subjects, and you don’t have to be an electrician to benefit
from the reading effort. Get yourself a copy. Happy Computing!



