THE COMPUTER CORNER
No. 317: Wiping Flash Drives

de Stan Kaplan, WB9RQR, 715 N. Dries Street, Saukville, Wl 53080-1664
wb9rgr@gmail.com

| just found these three packets of information in my notes. Obviously, | was trying to
wipe USB flash drives in the past and looked them up, resulting in these short
information paragraphs, which | screen copied. | thought they might be useful to you.
Don’t ask where | got them from since | don’t remember. And ... be very careful. Make
sure you start by plugging in and then selecting the correct (flash) drive as your target
when asked or you may inadvertently wipe an unintended partition on your hard drive!

|. How to delete everything on a USB flash drive [completely]? With Disk Management
you can easily format USB flash drive to remove all data. Check out the following
steps. 1. Press Windows + R simultaneously. Input “diskmgmt.msc” and press Enter
to access Disk Management. 2. Locate the partition on a USB flash drive, right-click it
and choose Format.

Il. How do | delete everything from a USB drive in Windows 10? Type “diskpart” and
press enter to start Diskpart. Type “list disk” to view available disks. Select the USB
drive by typing “select disk X” (replace X with the disk number). Type “clean” and press
enter to wipe the drive. This will completely erase all data on the USB drive and leave
it blank for new use.

lll. How to clear a flash drive on PC or Mac — wikiHow. 2. Double-click This PC. It's
the computer icon on your desktop. If you don'’t see this icon, press Win + E to open
the File explorer, then double-click This PC in the left sidebar. 3. Right-click your flash
drive. Its under the “Devices and drives” header in the right panel. A drop-down menu
will appear. 4. Click format.

These three are what | found in my notes, except for the added bold italic type in Ill.
One or another of the three should guide you along far enough so that you can
proceed on your own to accomplish your goal. Happy Computing!



