THE COMPUTER CORNER

No. 320: How to Make Your Own Bootable
Thumbdrive

(Containing installation files for Linux, Windows, plus whatever else you like.)

de Stan Kaplan, WBI9RQR, 715 N. Dries Street, Saukville, WI 53080-1664
wb9rqr@gmail.com

Well, | danced around this topic a bit with No. 317, Wiping Flash Drives, which might be
one step in preparation for preparing such drives, but not necessarily so. Here it is in
two easy steps.

1. Get a thumbdrive, flash drive, or whatever you care to call these little memory sticks
one can put into a USB port. If you buy new ones, they are really inexpensive. As of
this writing (Aug 2024) you can get a single 64 GB unit for $8, a pair of 32GB units for
$10, a 128 GB unit for $12, three 32 GB units for $20, and so on, all at Amazon. Don'’t
bother buying anything less than about 10 GB so that you can put installation files from
several operating systems on the same stick, plus have room for other stuff, too. If you
have a used one (minimum 4 GB), use instructions in No. 317 to wipe it clean if you
wish, just to make sure it does not have any residual bad stuff on it. Since writing No.
317, | found a neat little free program that does a good job of wiping, even thumbdrives
that have previously been divided into two or more partitions. To get a copy, do a
search on the single word: formatusb and download the following specific program:
formatusb_x64.exe. This is version 1.0, released in May 2021, which seems a bit old,
but it does just what it says and apparently has not needed updating since it was
written! Just stash it on your computer and run it whenever you want to clean up a
thumbdrive. Maybe you should keep it in a folder labeled USB Tools.

2. Get the software to make the thumbdrive bootable and install it. There are probably
a dozen decent free software packages out there that can do the job. If motivated, look
at them all on Majorgeeks. If you look at more than one, be sure to include Rufus,
Yumi and Ventoy, all of which are top-notch. My personal favorite is Ventoy; it is small
and it works. Get at least Ventoy-1.0.99-windows.zip from Majorgeeks.com, the latest
version as of this writing. Install it on your machine. It is safe if you got it from
Majorgeeks. Once it is installed, if it does not create a shortcut, create your own;
Ventoy2Disk.exe is the file you want a shortcut to on your desktop. Or you can go to
the Ventoy directory and double click Ventoy2Disk there (don’t forget to put your
thumbdrive in a USB port first). Running Ventoy2Disk will make the disk bootable and
it will take only a few seconds. Next, close everything and take the thumbdrive out of
your computer. Wait a few seconds and put it back in. In File Explorer, it will appear as
Ventoy (x:), where x: is whatever drive letter your computer has assigned to it. Double-



click Ventoy and you should find a folder with just System Volume Information in it.
Transfer your file: linuxmint-22-cinnamon-64bit.iso, or whatever .iso file you may wish
to use for installation, to this folder. Note that Linux Mint 22 is almost 3 GB in size, so it
may take you as much as 15 minutes to transfer a copy to the thumbdrive, depending
on the brand of thumbdrive and the speed of the memory sticks it uses.

Note also that you can put as many .iso files in that directory as you wish, so long as
there is space left. When you boot with this thumbdrive, you will be presented with a
list of the .iso files and asked which you want to boot with. Make your selection and off
you go! In the case of our Linux example, you should soon have a live copy (“Active
Copy”) of Linux 22 running on your desktop. Your Windows installation will not have
been booted (but all Windows files are still safely stored on your hard drive,
untouched). Linux will be up and running for you to play with as much as you desire,
and it will let you play without changing any of your Windows installation files. If you
shut down after playing with the active copy, remove the thumbdrive after shutting
down and the next time you boot, your old copy of Windows 7 or whatever operating
system you had will start up.

One thing can interfere with booting the .iso file of your choice. Your BIOS must permit
booting from a thumbdrive. If, for security purposes, your computer has been changed
to disallow thumbdrive booting, you must first change the BIOS back to permit the boot.

So, assuming all went well and you now have Linux on the Desktop, play to your
heart’s content. On the other hand, If you are ready to replace Windows 7 or whatever
else was on the hard drive, you need only double click the “Install Linux” icon on the
top left of the Linux active desktop to start the process.

All this stuff is fun and it does not take all that much time to have a new Operating
System replacing the old. Remember, YOU are in control of YOUR computer! Happy
Computing!



