Official publication of the Ozaukee Radio Club, Inc. Mail all contributions
to the editor, Skip Douglas, KA9DDN, at 101 East Clay Street; Saukville
WI 53080 (phone 414 284-3271). Permission to reprint articles published
in any issue is granted provided the author and the Ozaukee Radio Club
Newsletter are credited. Deadline for submissions is at least two weeks
prior to the next ORC meeting.

ORC Repeaters on 146.97 and 224.18 MHz - Callsign W9CQO
ORC WEBPAGE http://www.execpc.com/~theilman/Ozaukee.htm!

Volume XVII

The President’s Corner
- by Leon Rediske, WIOGCF,
ORC President -

The Post Everything Party was another
success. The Ham of the Year Award
went to our glorious past President Bill
Raymond, AA90S. A round of cheers
for a job well done for the ORC. Thanks
Bill, you've earned it.

The Turkey Award has a new callsign
inscribed on the plaque carried around
the Turkey's neck. It is none other than
KB9PZL, John Maybee. He is in the
company of many famous hams that have
their calls on the turkey's neck.

John also picked up another award,
together with the rest of his family
(KB9PZJ Tabitha, & KB9PZK Rosie).
That award is for ham family of the

year! Quite an accomplishment for a
family licensed barely a year! They

are all very active hams, John is even a
member of a radio club in Adams

County, a member of the repeater
committee, and is instrumental in moving
their repeater to another site. Rosie is
our ORC Secretary, as you all know.
Congratulations, to you extremely active
hams.

Nels, WA9JOB, got the award for the
longest serving Vice Pres. in history.

The Plaque even had a real vice mounted
on it! Thanks to Nels for the

continuing service to the ORC, and to the
creator of the award plaque.

Glad so many could make it to the Post
Everything Party. Some concerns
however. The Legion Hall requires a
minimum of 60 persons for dinner. We
had 59 persons attend this time with a
calling campaign from all the officers.
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However in the future we may get caught
having to pay for more dinners, than we
have paid for. In that event, the club
might have to come up with 3 or 4
hundred dollars out of the treasury. It is
the officers’ consensus that we shift the

PEP to a location that doesn't require any
minimum. We all like the Legion Post,

- the food, and the location, but is it worth

taking a $300-$400 or more chance that
60 seats will be filled next party? We
don't think so, what do you think?

Do you think more would attend if we
found a lesser-priced dinner to reduce
costs? If we eliminated the party favors
to reduce costs? If we found a less ex-
pensive hall? Or is price not a factor?
Should something be changed or is it best
left alone?

The March meeting with the Planet-
arium tour was well attended, and well
liked by all. The April program will be a
demonstration by WORYA Vern Teske,
on the "Effects of Antenna Elevation" &
some club history. This is

one show to be seen by all amateurs, and
all politicians involved with mak-

ing tower rules. May's show will be Ted
NOLLT, speaking about 6 meter

SSB. June's show is to be announced, &
will be short due to field day plan- ning.
July's will be on "Transmitter Hunting" &
will be done by Bernie, WA9BFH.

The Wisconsin QSO party was blessed
with better weather this year. Gary
WISM and party had a good time while
mobiling through 11 counties. We are

all waiting for the results to be an-
nounced. Hope all of you had the chance
to work this gentlemen's (& woman's)
contest. We are going to try

Number 4

for a club score this year, so if you
participated, please note that you are a

member of the Ozaukee Radio Club, on
your score sheet.

We have many public service events
coming up, so please help our
communities out by volunteering to help.
Thanks, the Pres.: Leon Rediske,
K9GCF.
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Volunteer Operators Needed for

River Fest ‘98
- by Cindy Douglas, KA9PZG -

As chairperson of the 3™ Annual
Saukville River Fest, I am asking for
volunteer Ham operators to provide
communications between work groups.

River Fest is a river cleanup program that
attracts many volunteer participants. The
event will be held on Saturday, May 30,
1998, in the Village of Saukville.

‘We hope to have one Ham operator as-

signed as group leader/communicator for
each work party to help relay information
between groups and ensure the safety of
the participants. There is also a need for
at least two or three Ham operators to
ride in the pickup vehicles to aid in
dispatching the vehicles.

Participants will begin checking in at
8:30am at Grady Park, located on East
Dekora Street (Hwy 33) across from the
old Firehouse. Groups will disperse
about 9:30am to their designated work
areas in and around the village.

Volunteers and Ham operators will be
treated to lunch in Grady Park around
11:30am and each will receive a River
Fest ’98 commemorative T-shirt!

Your help last year was greatly and sin-
cerely appreciated! You certainly made



our job easier. Thanks for your con-
sideration again this year, and we look
forward to working with you again!

Thanks - Cindy KASPZG
R

THE COMPUTER CORNER
No. 53:

Clean Up That Power Supply

- by Stan Kaplan, WB9RQR -
105 Martin Drive
Port Washington, WI 53074-9654
(414) 284-9346
WBIRQR @ N9PBY.EN63BLWLUSANA

skaplan@mcw.edu

Let’s get back to a hardware topic this
month. No need to remind a ham that
the power supply is very important, but
there is a need to remind you that it
needs maintenance. After only a year or
two of use, the power supply can build
~ up a tremendous amount of dust on it’s
interior, even in your relatively clean
house. Not long ago I had occasion to

open a computer I had given to one of
my OZARES hams for packet radio use

only 3 months before. Although it was

perfectly clean when I first gave it to him,
the interior, including the power supply,
was jam packed with dust devils - the
worst I ever saw. 1 am sure the power
supply would have failed (if not the
motherboard), within another month or
two had I not cleaned it thoroughly a
second time. Dust is a computer’s sec-
ond worst enemy. It clogs airflow, which
permits heat (the worst enemy) to build
up to levels that can quickly cause
components to fail.

What can the average person do to avert
dust build-up in a power supply? At the
very least, position your vacuum
cleaner’s hose flat against the fan grill to
suck out what it can (don’t do this with
the computer on - it may damage the
fan). That’s something you should do at
least a eouple of times a year. But many
of us hams can do a much more thorough
job, and it is really quite easy as well as
being a good learning experience. That is
the subject of this month’s article.

Start by removing the power cables

going from the power supply to the
drives. Don’t worry about the

orientation of the connectors; they go
into the drives only one way, as shown
here in an end view
of the large style
connector.

+12 Gnd Gnd +5

YEL BLK BLK RED

Furthermore, they (
are interchangeable

among the same sizes; if you put the back
the one taken from the A: drive on the B:
drive, it will work fine, so long as both
are of the same size. The smaller style,
which is used with some hard and, often,
3V inch floppy drives, is also keyed so it
will fit only one way.

Next, and perhaps the most difficult step
in disconnecting the power supply is to
remove the power cables going to the
motherboard. Here is where paper and
pencil is important. There are two con-
nectors. Note which of the two has an
orange wire at one end. Note on your

* sketch where that

orange wire goes
(generally it is to
the back of the
case or toward
the power supply
box). My drawing
should help you,
but note that
some supplies do
not have the +5 VDC red wire next to
the orange wire shown here. Make a
sketch of your setup. After you have
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plenty of notes so that you can put things
back together, remove the two
connectors by pulling straight up on the
cable. If they slip up but don’t come
completely off, bend them over (gently! -
they will bend in only one direction) until
they are parallel to the motherboard.
They will come off easily at that point.

It is imperative that you know how to put
them back. Remember this: the four
black (ground) wires, two on each of the
two connectors, should all be next to

each other when the plugs are replaced.
Also, that orange wire’s position is
critical. If you screw up on putting these
two plugs back, you will most assuredly
let the smoke out of the motherboard!

In case you are curious, the orange wire
is the “power good” connector. When
the power supply is up and running and
feeling fine, it sends a digital signal to the
motherboard over this line to let the
motherboard know it is OK to go ahead
with the boot process.

If your power supply has a paddle type

switch integrated into the case, you are

ready to pull the supply. If your unit has
a push button or rocker type switch on
the end of a cable, you will have to dis-
connect the wires leading to the switch
first. Again, get out your paper and pen-
cil, and note what color wire goes to
what lug on the switch. This diagram
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shows the most common connections for
the three switch types: A = push button
B = paddle C = rocker, but make notes
on your setup to avoid any confusion
when reassembling the unit.

Finally, take the supply out of the
computer's case. Remove the four
screws on the back of the computer
cabinet that hold it in place. A few
power supplies are fastened with another
screw or two on the interior, at the end
of the power supply toward the front of
the cabinet. When all screws are out,
slide the power supply toward the front
of the computer case a bit to disengage
the locking brackets on the bottom of the
power supply case if they are present,

~and lift it out.

Now you are ready to open the supply.
The top and, usually, front of the power
supply case are one piece. Remove the
screws and take off the top/front. Put it
in your laundry tub and wash it with
detergent, then dry it and set it aside.

AT THIS POINT, YOU NEED TO USE
CAUTION BECAUSE SOME






