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Field Day June 25-26...Don't miss it!!!
July articles due June 24.

The W9CQO Chronicles
by Hal, WIRXJ

The Prologue...

Back in 1937 George Hoffman became Port
Washington's first "modern day" HAM. I first got
to know George through my friend Wilbert (Bert)
Klopp, who later became and still 1s WOOFM.
Bert and I were both SWL;s, and when we heard
‘there was a Ham in town, we paid him a visit and
ingratiated ourselves into his life, and his
hamshack. |

George's shack was located on the third florr of
the Hoffman House Hotel, which was operated by
his parents, and of course being on the third floor
gave him an advantage for the hot end of his long
wire antenna. the far end was terminated to a
pine tree on Sweet Cake Hill located to the rear of
the hotel. The hill was a lot higher than the third
floor.

I don't remember the exact make of receiver that
George used, but 1t might have been a
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"homebrew" as George was a builder. Shortly
before Geogre obtained his "ticket" he started a
radio repair business. He had obtained an old
panel truck to haul the huge sets of those days,
back to the ground floor at one end of the hotel
kitchen where he had his shop.

Being the son of a painting contractor and being
a brash young guy who figured he could do
anything, and also having a small talent for
lettering, I volunteered to paint the lettering on
the truck "RADIO LABS". In those days, when
you opened a high tech business, it was called a
laboratory or LAB.

The Genisis Contact

In 1938 I aquired a "Sky Buddy" receiver. This
was a 5 tube superhet and sold for the princely
sum of $29.95 which of course I didn't have. My
father paid for it and I had to go to work during
the summer vacation as an apprentice painter to
"work 1t off" in place of pay (.25 an hour).

After George had built his receiver and



transmitter, he didn't make any contacts as he was
rather shy about making a contact on 160 meters
(160 was the band for all general class Hams
using phone). After I aquired my Sky Buddy, I
offered to take my receiver to Random Lake, WI
where my father had a house painting job.
George and I had arranged that at a little after
12:00 noon, (nobody used GMT in those days) he
would start calling me with a one way test (also
legal in those days). The Sky Buddy was not a
battery powered receiver, so I had to ask the Lady
of the house if I could borrow some electricity.
After stringing my 30 foot antenna from a
stepladder to a plum tree, a total hieght of 6 feet
off the ground. I turned on the set, tuned it to 160
meters and lo and behold wonder of wonders
THERE HE WAS LOUD AND CLEAR. OF
COURSE, why not? after all he was only 15
miles away. After testing for 10 minutes he stood
by. He was immediately called by WO9SCR 1n
Oostburg, WI and WOWKL in Sheboygan Falls.

George got so excited that he could not remember
his own call. I can still hear him saying:"This is...
This 1s... Aw Heck OVER TO YOU GUYS." The
FIRST and GENISIS contact of W9CQO.

Stay tuned for further chronicles of W9CQO.
Editor's Thoughts

Everyone ready for Field Day??? Its not too far
away. With the recent influx of upgrades, our
radios should be well manned. Aaron, N9UBF,
mentioned something about a pot-luck dinner the
Friday night before everything gets really going.
Bring something to pass, that's all I know right
now, stay tuned for more details. By the way
Stan, IF you do bring a dish to pass, will it make
good toroid material??? Perhaps we'd be better off
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with a Balun bagel this year.

Our master outdoor Chef, Skip, KA9DDN will be
cooking for us this year again. Take note
everybody, keep your distance when he chops up
firewood!

[ can't wait to see what wierd 1deas are concocted
this year. If you don't go, you don't know what
you're missing. Even if you're not a contester,
there's as much BS'ing as there is contesting. So
get your stuff ready, and see you there!!!

Until next month, 73,

-Ray, N9PBY

Out of the Mouth of Babes...
Reprinted from QST, June 1994 page 56

— —Often, it's our children- who make us stop and look

around. Recently, as I was arranging QSL, cards
on a display rack in my shack, my two oldest kids,
Sam (agell), and Maggi (age 9), were taking
turns putting them in alphabetical order by call
area. Their comments about which cards they
liked best, which one was a favorite, did I
remember everyone I talked to and so on, made
me stop and think. The QSL's we exchange are a
true picture window into the world of Amateur
Radio. The ranges and variety of ham QSL's is
amazing: photo card,
computer-generated, store-bought, and more.

homemade,

The next time your club has a pbulic display, be
sure to include a folder or two full of QSL cards.
Let nonhams take a look at ham radio-they may
want to join us!



Molly, age 6, my youngest child, looked at one
card and said, "I didn't know you talked to cows!"
She was pointing at a card from Wisconsin that
featured a drawing of a dairy cow.

Submitted by : Mike, NOJIY

The 'Cheery Curmudge’
.« . Ron, WIBCK

Since the ‘Beckoning Finger' was pointed at me in
the last issue, the Ol' Curmudge' was stricken by
an uncharacteristic surge of conscience tickled by
remembrance of an Editor's need to fill the white
space of the monthly newsletter. Nothing is so
tiring to a person willing to give of his time, talent
and thought-energy toward the generation of a
newsletter than to receive no response from his
readers . . . knowing his readers have much to
offer his ORC peers.

What 1s the consequence to a club of almost
'invisible' newsletter participation by it's
members? Well, if one considers the letter an
important element of other more intangible
membership bonding that creates the high level
of camaraderie enjoyed by us all (yes, even

OI'Ron), then one must realize the importance of

personalized letter content, ie: individual member
input. Think about it . . . think about the feeling
of warmth during the Saturday break-fasts,
meeting times, outings, Pizza & beer, tower
raisings, Swapfests, etc . . . what is felt is the
camaraderie of personal contact. The newsletter
1S a vital personal extension of yourselves to those
who live away from all of these mind-numbing
activities (Oops, a little 'Curmudge' there) . . . or
to members who are not able to join in some meet
or activity but thirsts for a more personal contact
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with his ORC peers than can be offered in sterile
republication of articles written by someone from
another universe. Sorta like reading a form letter
from your Senator, Congressman or Councilman
(Oops, did it agin', darn!).

So . . . 'shape up', you characters of copious talent
... take quull (writing implement) and parchment
(dried skin of goat) in hand and scribble a few
lines of your own personality, experience or
knowledge for inclusion in the next letter . . .
'enquiring Minds want to know, I want to know' .

Oh, by the way, just a little reminder:

'He Who Lives by the Pen, Shall Die by the
Sword!’

. .. the OI' Curmudge

For Sale - Beam Antenna - $50.

KLM Model KT34A - 10, 15, 20 Meter
4 Element Tri-Band - 7Db Gain Spec.
16' Boom - 6 Sq. Ft. Wind Load
40 Lbs. (Approx.) - 'On the Ground'

Contact WOBCK - 375-1774












