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PREZNOTE Repeater Chatter
By John, WB9OHY By Jim, KA9QLP

As I write this little note, I find that the Post
Part and the Swapfest are behind us.

Thanks Bernie, AA9CL for a most enjoyable
Post Party. The food was great and the
camaraderie was unsurpassed. The awards went
to the most deserving people. The junk was

moved around this year with much enthusiasm.
Well done.

We had another successful Swapfest. The
weather was co-operative and a good time was
had by all.
down a little, but that we made out all right. I
was good to see some of the old time members
of the club at the event. I hope that they will
continue to show interest in the ORC and come
to a few meetings and be active again.

Gary, WISM tells me that quite a few
candidates passed their for new licenses or
upgrades. Congratulations to Joe, KFOMYV for
making EXTRA and to Jerry Weber for
upgrading to Tech. Also, congrats to Aaron
Douglas for passing the test for his first license.
Skip now has to buy another Handi-Talkie.

Don't forget the next meeting on Wednesday,
May 12 at the Senior Center in Grafton. I'll see
you there. ...73, John WBO9OHY

I understand the attendance was

From time to time all of us, new and old hams
alike, need to be reminded of the proper
methods to be used when we are on a repeater.
I am not going to touch on everything, but only
on the major courtesy or rule infractions that
have been observed on the repeaters in this area
over the last several months. They are as
follows:

-If you need to test your rig, don't "kerchunk” a
repeater without giving your callsign.

-Before dialing up the autopatch, state your
callsign...example:
"KA9QLP access patch”.

-Don't use the autopatch for communications that
might be construed as "business”. Examples:
"Honey, order a pizza from Pizza Hut in Grafton
for supper.”..."Tell my supervisor that I'm stuck
in traffic and will be a few minutes
late."..."What's your flavor of the day?"..."Do
you have any of those tires left that were
advertised in Sunday's Journai?".

All of the above were heard on 146.97. Control

operators have responsibility to interrupt a patch
if warnings go unheeded.

Don't use a repeater if you are close enough for
simplex.

Allow the timer to reset. If you hear the



"courtesy tone", the timer has reset.

Allow time between transmissions for another
station to "break" into the conversation with an
emergency.

During drive time, keep transmissions short to
allow for others to join in and have a turn.

Never use the word "break" or "breaker" unless
you have an emergency.

Always recognize a station immediately when it
breaks into your conversation. It may have
emergency or important traffic to pass.

Only give your callsign once every 10 minutes.

In roundtable conversations, direct the next
station to take a turn by calhng it by name or
callsign.

Don't use "Q" signals or "10" codes. Use plain
English.

Remember, others are listening, many who are

not hams. Don't divulge confidential or secure

information. Example: "I'm leaving town for

vacation tomorrow. The dog is watching the

house. I always leave lights on when I'm out.”
etc.

I haven't touched on all the infractions, but if all
of us try to improve our "repeater etiquette”,
everyone will get more enjoyment out of the
repeaters.

That's all for now. See you at the meeting.
e Jim KA9QLP

Soooh, You Want to Work DX 2??
By Hal, WIRXJ

A future article will correct errors in the last
article that were committed by your editor
WIBCK. Just don't send any cards to the
former Yugoslavia and environs until Hal
corrects the errors I made in translating his

Ctrl-Z.  Thig keystroks combination

submitted copy. ...Ron, WO9BCK

"Computer Corner"
By Stan Kaplan, WB9RQR

Remember that big table in the last (fourth)
article in this series? Lets look at the data in
one line of that table a little closer:

DISK SIZE (inches) S¥% 5% 3% 3% 3%

DISK CAPACITY (K) 360 1200 720 1440 2880

224 112 224

Notice that the most common current formats,
5% and 3%2 inch DSDD disks (360k and
720k), show a maximum of 112 root entries.
What exactly does that mean? Well, here is an
experiment I did to illustrate that. If you are so
inclined, you can do the same experiment.

Maximum root entries 112 240

I took a freshly formatted 360k disk and created
a file on it, using the DOS command COPY
CON 1. That command says in effect,
"whatever the human types on the keyboard,
put into a file named 1". I entered just one
keystroke, the capital letter A, then pressed
the human is all done, and to close the file.
When I then gave the command DIR, it showed
a single entry, a file named 1 which contained
just 1 byte.

UVU

I did all this again, this time creating a file
named 2. Again, it occupied only a single byte
of disk space. I repeated the process 7 more
times until I had 9 files, named 1, 2, 3, 4, §, 6,
7, 8 and 9. Since my goal was to create over
100 such files, I employed a little trick from
then on to save time. Instead of creating each
file individually, I issued the command COPY 1
10, COPY 1 11, COPY 1 12, and so on, until I
had 19 files. Then I typed the command COPY
1?7 27, the COPY 2? 3?, and so on, until I had
99 files on the disk. I continued with these
file manipulations until there were exactly 112
files present on the disk, named 1 through 112.
The DIR command showed that there were 112
bytes in 112 files. If I looked at any one of the



files with a word processor or just by typing the
contents to the screen, each file contained just
the letter A in it.

Then the final experiment. I typed COPY 1

113 and pressed the ENTER key. After a
pause, DOS sent me an error message:

'‘Cannot make directory entry - 113 0 files copied’

That's it! In the root directory of any DSDD
floppy, you can have ONLY 112 files, no
matter how much space is left on the disk. So
the simple message is, if you are cramming a
bunch of files on a floppy, even if there is
plenty of unused space on it, be careful when
you get in the vicinity of 100 files, because 112
is the absolute limit!

There is a work around. While the root
directory is limited to 112 entries; subdirectories
have no such limit. You can stuff hundreds of
files in a subdirectory on a floppy, so long as
their combined space does not exceed the space
available on the disk. The message here: if you
want to put more than 112 files on a floppy,
create a subdirectory and put them in there.

Type MD MYFILES to create ‘a subdirectory

named MYFILES, then type CD MYFILES to
put yourself in that directory. You can then
copy files to your heart's content!

Happy computing! Stan

The ORC Youth Corner |
..For Chris, KBOHID
..For Ray, N9PBY
..For Jason, N9NNB
..By BCK

Chris gave an outstanding p
demonstration of a 40/80 meter he built from
"scratch”. Chris tuned in a couple of stations
and demonstrated the very excellent audio
quality of his "home-brew" project.
Congratulations Chris...nice work!  Chris's
circuit appears elsewhere in this letter.

~ Stay tuned. Ray (N9PBY) is working on an

article dealing with Bicycle Mobiling.

Jason, N9NNB is busy working out the details
for an HF antenna to be "threaded" thru the trees
on his lot.

Housekeeping
By Editor Ron, WI9BCK

New or renewal ORC members have requested
their names/callsigns be added to
"' Autodial"...ORCkeeper of autodial registration
is your Repeater VP, Jim Albrinck, KA9QLP
- Tel. (414) 375-3668. Call Jim and "Dial-Up".

"Repeater Chattering" Jim cautioned against
using the repeater as your personal advertising
medium as a means for getting rid of your home
ham station, rifles, shotguns, pistols, AK-47's,
machetes, jewelry, stereo, VCR, PC, cameras,
leather coats and false moustacheos. Yes, it's
true...each time you go "repeater mobile", you
are advertising to the listening world of VHF
scanners that you are not home...better yet when
you let your QSO partner know that you are 50
miles away and won't be home for an hour or
two...or are out on Lake Michigan enjoying the
Cohu for the next few hours...or will spend the
next few days having a great time with the
family at the Dells, you are inviting a few
listening burglars equipped with a current
callbook to "come and get it"...all those good
things mentioned above can be "disappeared",
gone, kaput! upon your return to your blue
"Hambola Heaven"... a home now bereft of the
treasures you left behind for a quick "invited"
pickup by your clandestine light-fingered
listener. Of course you may be able to reclaim
your beloved radio gear at the next swapfest for
a "good" price, but why bother?...just
remember..." LOOSE LIPS SINK SHIPS"...an
Oldie but a Goodie.
























