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New Member Roundup

New members of ORC should make themselves
familiar with our club library. It is run by Joe -
AA9HR. He took it over from Herb - WA9UVK
last January. The library is fairly extensive and
contains assorted books, ARRL materials,
Periodicals, update manuals and code tapes. There
are even some videos on Ham Radio.

Joe brings two boxes filled with material to each
meeting, including the International and National
Call Books. He can't bring in the entire library so
he varies it a little each time. He does bring in a
book showing everything in the library, and if there
1S any interest shown, he will be happy to make a
complete listing available to all members.

All maternials may be checked out for a minimum
of“one month - joe will get nervous if you keep
them longer than three. The only exceptions are
the Call books. They must be used at the meeting
and can not be taken home.

At the next meeting stop over and see Joe (He's
always located in the SW corner of the building).
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He just might have the information you need. You
can also call him at 377-2137 with questions about
the library.

Look him up if not to talk about the library then
just to talk. That's how new members get to know
old members. Joe has been a ham since 1988. His
specialty is working Special Event station on
phone.

Hal - KASISN

THE COMPUTER CORNER #15:
HOW TO NOT USE A COMPUTER
by Stan Kaplan, WB9RQR

This time 1 would like to tell you how to NOT
us¢ a computer. Read carefully. . I don't mean
How NOT To Use a Computer, but rather, How
TO NOT Use a Computer (even if you have
one). Put in other words, the message of this
article 1s: You don't need a computer to run a
packet station. That is an absolute truth; a
computer 1s not a necessity for a packet station.



Back in the late 1970's and early 1980's, the rage
in many offices multi-user systems. The
computer itself was damed expensive - 100
expensive to give each user their own. The
answer was to buy just one, and to sprinkle
"dumb terminals” throughout an office, all
connected to the same computer by wire. The
dumb terminal consisted essentially of a
monitor and keyboard, often housed in a single
case. In that way, many users could compute
simultaneously. It worked, though the computer
got slower and slower with every user that
logged on to write a letter or run a program.
Well, many of those dumb terminals are still
around, and they are a ham "gold mine". They
are cheap ($10, 5, free). Some people have been
known to give you a dollar to take one away.

The punchline is, they will do a great job of

running a packet station.

ADM 3, ADM 5, Televideo 950, Wyse and
Freedom 100 are just a couple of the many
brands out there. Look for one at the next
swapfest. You can recognize them because
they look like a computer, but they have no
floppy drives. Sometimes the keyboard is
detached but connected with a coiled cord. In
other instances, the keyboard and screen are in a
single case. Look at the back - you will
typically find two 25-pin female connectors.
One is for a printer, the other to communicate
with your packet Terminal Node Controller
(TNC). Somewhere back there or under a cover
in the front will be one or two dip switches, to
set the baud rate, parity and all that other
esoteric stuff required by the TNC. Most often

those switches will be clearly labeled rnight on the

Case€.

Once you set those switches properly and
connect the terminal to your TNC with the
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correct cable, you are in business! You can send
messages and receive messages perfectly. One
can communicate with the world, using a dumb
terminal. Piece of cake!

What can't you do? You cannot save a message
on a floppy disk, since a dumb terminal

doesn't have one. Similarly, you cannot upload
a message previously'written and saved to a
floppy. But you can do everything else,
including printing messages as they come over
the air. Just hook a printer up to the 25 pin
connector mentioned above.

This article 1s not just about how to not use a
computer if you don't have one, it is also about
how to not use a computer, even if you do have
one! Here is what I do. As 1 type these words
on my computer, [ can glance to the right of it's
screen and watch packet messages coming over
the air, displayed on my dumb terminal. I could
move over a little and type a message on the
terminal's keyboard, to be sent out over the air.
On the other hand, if I want to capture a
message from my TNC to disk or hard drive, or
if I want to send a message from disk or hard
drive out over the air, all it takes 1s a flip of the
A/B switch ($7 - $15) sitting on my desk. That
switch will disconnect the dumb terminal from
my TNC and connect my computer. The best

of both worlds ... I can choose to use my
computer for packet, or to use it for other tasks
while my dumb terminal handles packet duty and
displays what 1s happening for me to see ata
glance! What could be better? Below is a
diagram of the setup. Its really easy! A dumb
terminal, A/B switch and extra cable 1s all that
you need. If you invest the time and effort to set
up the station as shown, you will never, never go
back to a conventional setup. I promise. This
setup 1s just too sweet! Have fun!



Dumb Terminal

Rig

A/B Switch —

Computer

MEETING MINUTES
10 AUGUST 1994 - ORC

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

50

Call To Order: 7:37pm by
Gabe/N9QQA, Club President.

Attendees Introduced themselves

- around the room. 41 members

and visitors were in attendance.
Last Meeting Minutes:
Attendees were referred to
minutes handed out at this
meeting. Minutes approval was
moved, seconded and approved
unanimously.

Treasurers Report:
Gerry/KB9IMH reported a
balance of $1,558.07,
INCLUDING the $400 repeater
set-aside.

Repeater Report: Joe/AA9HR
répoﬂed that the 220 repeater
was off the air for a while
because of a mouse problem.
Because the 7.33 OZARES
repeater 1s working all nght
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6.0
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now, Dick/K9CAN will
schedule maintenance time for
the 6.97 machine. It was
requested that the 6.97 repeater
be available during the 28
August Corn Roast.
Ed/AA9W reported on crystals
needed for remote link
equipment, and mentioned need
for 2ea 20A power supplies.
OZARES Report:
Tom/WBI9LNL reported that the
7.33 repeater was working near
90% of capability, with further
improvement planned.

Corn Roast Report:
Charlie/WA9CPE announced it
would be 28 August in
Waubedonia Park.
Skip/KA9DDN reported that
12'x 20" shelter flies were
available for $25ea.
Charlie/WA9CPE enthusiastically
recommended these be obtained
for use at club activities.
Purchase of 2 flies was moved,
seconded and approved.
Programs/Activities Report:
Dave/N9UNR mentioned that
CQ Food activities will begin
again, with next one planned
for 16 September. Possible
other programs were discussed.
September meeting program will
be "Show-and-Tell" by
members bringing a favorite
(often homebrew) piece of gear
to show and discuss.

Other Business: Items mentioned
were:

* Printing of ORC membership












