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>> Random Comments <<
by Skip Douglas, KASDDN

Since I did not receive a President’s Comer from Joe
in time to include it in this newsletter, I will open this
1ssue with a few random comments

I heard from several ORC members that the 1996
Com Roast was a smashing success. I’'m really sorry

that I could not make it with my family, but we had a

family reunion AND a niece’s birthday party to attend

on the same day. Hats off and many thanks to all
those who helped to pull the com roast together.

The repeater shack now has a little more oomph 1n the
way of AC power. Jim Albrinck, KA9QLP, and I

recently rewired the connection between the main

power panel and the shack’s panel with 6-gauge wire
(donated by a couple of our members) and installed a
50-amp circuit breaker, replacing the 30-amp circuit
we had before. Sandy, WOBTN, (our landlord) has a
couple of racks of equipment on “his side” of the
shack now, and we needed to be sure that with all the
radio gear, future additional lighting, and portable
electric heaters in the winter, that we have enough
power available.

Hope to see all of you at the September ORC
Meeting,

73 - Skip, KASDDN
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ORC Scholarship Program Proposal
- by Dave Knaus, WA9POQV -

This 1s a proposal for establishing an ORC
Scholarship Program and Fund for the purpose of
awarding scholarships to qualified Amateur Radio
operators. The fund could be used to award
scholarships directly by the club or in the name of the
club through other established scholarship programs,
such as the Foundation for Amateur Radio or the

ARRL Foundation. The establishment of an ORC
Scholarship Program can be a key element in fulfilling
the club's purpose of education and a very strong
basis for the IRS to grant the club 501(c)3 tax exempt
status. In such a situation, donations to the Fund will
be more plentiful in terms of both money and
disposable equipment which will help the Fund grow
and perpetuate.

The ORC Scholarship Program would be
administered by a Scholarship Committee appointed
by the President and confirmed by the Board of
Directors. The Committee would be responsible for
managing the functions of the Scholarship Program,
and making recommendations to the Board of
Directors on matters involving the Fund, contributions
to the Fund, and administration policies of the
Program. The fund could also be used for other
expenses directly related to education, such as training
classes for new amateurs.. Eligibility requirements
for the ORC Scholarships can be set by the club, for
instance, to limit them to a geographical region or to
specific courses of study.

Any monies contributed to the ORC Scholarship Fund
would be maintained by the club treasurer separate
from the general funds of the Club and be deposited in
an interest bearing account in the name of the ORC
Scholarship Fund. Disbursements of monies from the
Fund for scholarships should be exempt from
limitations placed on disbursements from the treasury,
but be limited to the amount of the scholarship grant

that had been approved by the Board.

If the ORC Scholarship Program and Fund are ever
dissolved, provisions should be made for any
remaining funds, which had been donated for the

purpose of granting scholarships, to be transferred to
a similar scholarship fund.

At least one student ham in Ozaukee County has
applied for and received amateur radio scholarships
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offered exclusively to Wisconsin amateurs by another
club. This year there were seven such scholarships
offered by two area clubs, with more applicants than
grants available exclusively to Wisconsin hams. An
ORC Scholarship Program can fill a need in the
community and provide an excellent opportunity for
us to fulfill one of our purposes as a club.

Dave Knaus, WA9POV
August 14, 1996
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New FCC RF Safety Standards
- from The ARRL Letter -

New FCC RF safety standards that become effective
January 1, 1997, could affect the way some hams
operate. As a result of a Report and Order adopted by
the FCC on August 1 (ET Docket No. 93-62,
Guidelines for Evaluating the Environmental Effects
of Radiofrequency Radiation), Part 97 will require
hams running more than 50 W PEP to conduct routine
RF radiation evaluations to determine if RF fields are
sufficient to cause human exposure to RF radiation
levels in excess of those specified. "Measurements
made during a Commission/EPA study of several

typical amateur stations in 1990 indicated that there

may be some situations where excessive exposures
could occur," the FCC said in ending the blanket
exemption for Amateur Radio. Although all amateur
operation must comply with the new regulations for
Maximum Permissible Exposure (MPE), amateur
operation at power levels of less than 50 W PEP is
"categorically excluded" from the requirement to
perform a "routine evaluation" of station operation
before operating. Where routine evaluation indicates
that the RF radiation could be in excess of the limits,
"the licensee must take action to prevent such an
occurrence,” the Report and Order stated. The FCC
said this could mean altering operating pattemns,
relocating the antenna, revising the station's technical
parameters-—-such as frequency, power or emission
type--or "combinations of these and other remedies."
Although the new exposure criteria will apply to
portable and mobile devices in general, at this time
routine evaluation for compliance will not be required
of devices such as "push-to-talk" portable radios and
"push-to-talk” mobile radios used by Amateur Radio
operators.  These transmitting devices will be
excluded from routine evaluation.
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The FCC encouraged the amateur community "to
develop and disseminate information in the form of
tables, charts and computer analytical tools that relate
such variables as operating patterns, emission types,
frequencies, power and distance from antennas." The
Commission said i1t intends to  prowvide
"straightforward methods for amateur operators to
determine potential exposure levels" by year's end.

"Exactly what is involved in conducting a 'routine RF
radiation evaluation' 1s not yet clear," observed ARRL
Executive Secretary David Sumner, K1ZZ, adding
that the FCC has promised to release a revised
OST/OET Bulletin Number 65, "Evaluation
Compliance with FCC-Specified Guidelines for
Human Exposure to Radiofrequency Radiation." The
League 1s now studying the 100-plus page docket, to
see if the League should seek reconsideration of any
aspects of the FCC decision.

- In the Report and Order, the Commission adopted

Maximum Permissible Exposure (MPE) limits for
electric and magnetic field strength and power density
for transmitters operating at frequencies from 300
kHz to 100 GHz. These MPE limits are generally
based on recommendations of the National Council on

" Radiation Protection and Measurement (NCRP) and,

In many respects, are also generally based on the
guidelines 1ssued by the Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers Inc (IEEE) and subsequently
adopted by the American National Standards Institute
(ANSI) as an ANSI standard (ANSI/IEEE C95.1-
1992). The Commission used the 1992 ANSI/IEEE
standards instead of the 1982 ANSI standards that
had formed the basis for the existing rules under
which Amateur Radio stations were categoncally
exempted.

ARRL Laboratory Supervisor Ed Hare, KA1CV, said
the new regulations will give hams an incentive to
demonstrate that Amateur Radio operation is safe.
"Although this means that hams will have to become

- more educated about RF safety, most amateur stations

are already in compliance with the new regulations,"
Hare said.

Sumner said that for certain unusual situations where
there 1s "uncontrolled exposure" to neighbors and the

general public, "amateurs may well have to make

changes in how they operate." The ARRL Lab staff
and the RF Safety Committee are continuing to
evaluate the new requirements.















